Ethics in
Business
ceremony
set for May
On
February
28,
this year’s finalists were
announced and plans for the
May 3rd Ethics in Business and
Community Award ceremony
were nearly finalized. The Ethics
in Business award is given in four
different categories annually: nonprofit, individual, small business,
and large business. Its purpose
is to honor organizations and
individuals who have demonstrated
exemplary ethical practices.
All nominees are researched
by students from Concordia
University Texas of Business
who then narrow them down to
three finalists per category. This
year also marks the first time a
Lifetime Achievement award will
be given out at the ceremony to
one individual who has won the
award before. The ceremony will
take place at the Hyatt Regency
Austin in the Texas Ballroom with
lunch beginning at 11 a.m. and
going until 1 p.m.

2011 Ethics in Business
Award Nominees
Non-Profit
Next to New Consignment Shop
Impact Austin
RunTex Foundation

Individual
Tim Stroud - ArmedZilla
Jon Levy - Plains Capital Bank
Matt Kouri - Greenlights

Small Business
Gonzalez Office Supply
Luna Data Solutions
Square Cow Moovers

Large Business
National Instruments
Bancvue
K&N Management
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“Say Thanks” Austin winner
receives more than 2,200
votes and $10,000 for clinic

Bobby Jenkins, Liz Burton-Garcia, Dave Fendrick and Earl Maxwell pose as Garcia receives her $10,000 Pay-It-Forward
donation for the Sacred Heart Community Clinic.

Despite an unanticipated location
change due to inclement weather,
master of ceremonies Bobby Jenkins,
president of ABC Home and Commercial
Services, kicked off the annual “Say
Thanks” Austin event without further
delay. Jenkins shared the floor with
Dave Fendrick, president of the Round
Rock Express baseball team, and
Earl Maxwell, CEO of the St. David’s
Foundation.
“Hopefully, through the recognitions
today, it will advance our cause and
result in acts of good in our community,”
said Fendrick.
After the host acknowledgements
were made, the true heroes of the
afternoon were introduced and honored.
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Throughout 2011, RecognizeGood
Legends were chosen and honored
monthly with a $1,000 Pay-It-Forward
check, which they in turn donated
to the nonprofit organization of their
choice. Beginning January 15th, the
Legends and their stories were posted
on the RecognizeGood’s “Say Thanks”
Austin website for the public to give a
thank you vote to their favorite Legends
once per day. The Legend with the
most thanks you votes on February 3rd
became the Grand Legend of 2011 and
was awarded a $10,000 Pay-It-Forward
donation.
This year’s Grand Legend was Liz
See Say Thanks on page 3

Updates from the RecognizeGood Board

John Bosch, Jr.
Co-Founder of
RecognizeGood
Principal and Partner of
TyRex Group

For RecognizeGood, 2012 has already
become an extraordinary year. The
organization committed to elevating
the spirit in community by catalyzing a
movement of good deeds and unselfish
charity through first identifying then
recognizing, rewarding, and promoting
the good in our businesses and the
communities in which they reside.
Our January Legends event honoring
Laura Orona was beyond words. Nicole
Alvarado does a great job of telling the
story on page four. This year’s “Say Thanks”
Austin event honoring our RecognizeGood
class of 2011 was terrific. Hats off to
Bobby, Paul, Dave, and our own George
Mihalcik who organized and produced
this very special event. What was really

special was the Legends themselves. The
gathering of very special people with the
number and longevity of their good deeds
was truly more than what my mind could
surround and quantify by its enormity. In
addition the RecognizeGood staff had the
fabulous idea of inviting past Legends to
the ceremony and giving them the title of
Legends for Life.
RecognizeGood now puts its focus
on the May 3rd Ethics in Business and
Community event, which will be held at
the Hyatt Regency. This adds another
significant event for the community to
elevate its spirit and image as an ethically
good place to do business.
Under construction and due to be
released shortly is ReognizeGood’s fourth
platform of business book publishing.
The program’s identity will be defined
by its innovative motivating ideas for
socially responsible businesses. It will
essentially make it good for business,
wile also benefiting the communities’
service based non-profits. At the same
time local community governmental
agencies will be asked to be stewards of
the RecognizeGood movement.
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New employees bring fresh start to RG
January brought quite a few changes
for RecognizeGood. In addition to
being incorporated on January 1, the
organization gained three new team
members at the end of 2011 and the first
few months of 2012.
Nick Badger took over the marketing
aspect of the non-profit. A new goal is to
come up with a unified look and feel for all
RecognizeGood materials and activities.
Nicole Alvarado was hired as the social
media coordinator and has also taken over
the community reporter program which
identifies potential Legends for upcoming
months.
The newest hire, Katelin Dietz has begun
the process of expanding RecognizeGood
into new chapters. There are at least two
potential chapters that should be up and

running by the end of the year.
“I’ve always known I wanted to work
in a field that improved people’s lives.
The thought of being part of a non-profit
that not only improves the community
but recognizes individual’s selfless acts
made me instantly want to be a part of
RecognizeGood. And I want to spread that
to other cities,” said Katelin.
Also, Katelin and the new RecognizeGood
team consultant Sonia St.James, have
begun work on completing the Recognize
Employee Good book series. The series
currently has two books and the complete
series will consist of seven books.
The new RG chapters Katelin and Sonia are
working on creating will have opportunities
to sell sponsorships for the new books in
the form of advertising on the covers.
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Say Thanks
Continued from page 1

Burton-Garcia, who pulled more than
2,200 votes and gave her donation to
the Sacred Heart Community Clinic,
which she founded.
Every Legend’s story was touching
and heartfelt, but looking around City
Hall it was obvious Liz Burton-Garcia
was a well deserving Grand Legend
judging by her enthusiastic group of
supporters. Several followers of Liz’s
nonprofit beneficiary, were present
and moved by her donation. The
emotion and energy present from all
of the Legend’s, their supporters, and
their selected non-profits was one that
cannot be described – only felt.
Second place went to Dan McDonell,
who managed 1812 votes and earned
$2,500 to pay-forward to the For the
City Network. And in third was Frank
Allcorn who received 1,000 votes. His
$1,500 Pay-It-Forward donation went to
the Austin Humane Society.

“Say Thanks” Austin
2011 Participants
Liz Burton-Garcia

George Wagner

Dan McDonell

Steve Barclay

Frank Allcorn

Betty Hendrix

Jody Conradt

Lola Stephens-Bell

2,200 Thank You votes 569 Thank You votes
1,812 Thank You votes 462 Thank You votes
999 Thank You votes
658 Thank You votes

492 Thank You votes
366 Thank You votes

Jenkins, Fendrick and Maxwell pose with McDonell as he receives his $2,500 Pay-It-Forward donation which he gave to
the For the City Network.

The rest of the 2011 class of
RecognizeGood Legends received a
$500 donation to the charity of their
choice, just for participating in the “Say
Thanks” Austin campaign. The 2011
Legends each had amazing stories
which showed in their final numbers.
More than 7,500 thank you votes were
counted for the campaign, bringing
RecognizeGood more awareness in the
community, than ever before.
“It is just an honor for me to be
surrounded by legends,” said Maxwell
as he presented the Pay-It-Forward
donations to the Legends. “And I really
like to think of these people that we are
recognizing, as heroes. And most of
these are unsung heroes. It is a great

country. I mean America is a great place,
because no where else in the world is
there such a spirit of volunteering as in
the U.S. So I thank all of you.”
The “Say Thanks” Austin campaign
is much more than a one day event
though. Countless hours of work are
put in by the RecognizeGood team.
The website had to be developed to be
fair for all participants. The Recognize
Good team worked with each Legends
supporters to assist in the social
networking and organization of their
individual campaign. Once the voting
campaign was over, only then could the
awards ceremony be planned by George
Mihalcik, Legends Program Director.

“

It is just an honor for me to

be surrounded by Legends...
Most of these are unsung
heroes. It is a great country. I
mean America is a great place
because nowhere else in the
world is there such a spirit of
volunteering as in the U.S. So I
thank all of you.”
– Earl Maxwell CEO of the St.

George Mihalcik congratulates Jose Dominguez who stood in for Betty Hendrix from the American Red Cross of Central
Texas.
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David’s Foundation

Sponsors
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Laura Orona comforts
Kitti Williams during
a tender moment
during the ceremony
on Jan. 10, 2012

www.abchomeandcommercial.com

January Legend is a tough act to follow
Laura Orona became the first
RecognizeGood Legend of 2012 at an
intimate reception and awards ceremony
Tuesday evening held at Hernandez
Middle School. Her heartwarming story
of outstanding courage and overwhelming
selflessness is a shining example of what
the RecognizeGood Legends program
stands for and what its founders hoped
to accomplish when they set out to create
RecognizeGood two years ago.
Orona is battling stage 4 colon and
liver cancer. She was released from the
hospital the morning of the Legends event
to attend the ceremony.
“Here was a person who was handling
this so much better than I could ever have.
I couldn’t measure up to Laura’s courage

Laura hands her pay it forward check to Tino Hernandez of
the Just Because Christmas Project.

and spirit,” said John Bosch, Jr., cofounder
of RecognizeGood. “I have always been
so proud of what our organization does to
illuminate the good in the most ordinary
extraordinary people, but when your work
reaches this high level, individual pride
is replaced by the joyous humility of the
experience itself.”
Alan McGraw, mayor of Round Rock,
presented Orona with a $1,000 Pay-ItForward check, which she chose to donate
to the Just Because Christmas Project.
Orona has been active with the non-profit
organization, which helps bring Christmas
to underprivileged and underrepresented
families in the community, for the past 20
years. She continues to make calls and
push forward efforts to help promote the
program even during her recent hospital
stay.
Attendees
included
distinguished
community leaders like Jesus Chavez,
superintendent
of
Round
Rock
Independent School District and Dave
Fendrick, president of the Round Rock
Express.
Orona’s friend Kitti Williams was
overcome with emotion while reading
aloud the Recognition she made on
Orona’s behalf to RecognizeGood.
However, with the help that exemplifies
the reason she was nominated in the first
place, Orona stepped up to the podium to
offer her consolation and support.
“She didn’t shed a tear,” Bosch said.
“She was the one telling everyone it would
be okay.
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Samaritan Center
For Counseling And Pastoral Care
www.samaritan-center.org

www.entercom.com

www.weareaustin.com

Contact Information
Mailing Address:

RecognizeGood®
12317 Technology Blvd.
Suite 100
Austin, TX 78727
Phone:

800.232.4810
Scan using your
phone’s QR app to
go directly to the
RecognizeGood
website.

www.recognizegood.org

