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Art From the Streets

... John Macpherson, for your
amazing wit and talent. You inspire
so many!
From:

NEWS
KEYE Newscasts Share RecognizeGood
Stories with Their Viewers

Anonymous

... Devan, for all your hard work on
the Right Stuff Resume video!
From:

Matt

... iRex and Arctos manufacturing
teams, for the job they do every
day to get our customers a quality
product. I would like to especially
thank Yolanda for all of her efforts
with the 2 Groups / One Family
program, and for her commitment
to building a stronger and more
united team. I would also like to thank
Denny, for seeing and recognizing the
good of the employees around him.
From:

Yanely

... to my family, for always
supporting my decisions, for your
unconditional love, and for always
being there!
From:

Satwinder

... Saber Data Interns, Xiaoyan,
Jack and James, for the effort they
put in to make all of us be successful.
Big thanks to them!
From:

Rich

... to my lovely wife for putting up
with me for all of these years and
many more to come!
To post a RecognizeGood Thank You,
visit recognizegood.org.

In an exciting expansion to the ongoing
partnership between KEYE-TV and
RecognizeGood, newscasts are now
featuring regular “Pay It Forward”
segments. Legend award recipients,
Lighthouse award recipients and
others now have the opportunity for
their stories to be shared with tens of
thousands of Central Texas viewers. While
RecognizeGood itself will never be the
focus of these news stories, our goal
has always been to illuminate the good
in our community – thanks to KEYE, that
illumination is getting a whole lot brighter!
KEYE has been a great supporter of
RecognizeGood since its beginning, and
has generously donated coverage for
the last few years. The opportunity of a
news feature, though, is a first. As the
story goes, last year each station anchor
was given the opportunity to produce
segments for a theme or a cause near and
dear to their hearts. Hema Mullur, a UT
graduate who joined KEYE in 2014, chose
to focus on the idea of “paying it forward” her colleagues filled her in on the inspiring
volunteer stories RecognizeGood shares,
and the rest was history!
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“Great people are the foundation of what
makes Central Texas the place we love!”
Hema tells us. “KEYE-TV’s partnership
with RecognizeGood allows a broader
audience to see the amazing things
people in our community are doing to
help one another. The response to every
story is positive and heartwarming, and
is an inspiration to others as they find
ways that they too can pay it forward.”
As of this publication date, these friends
of RecognizeGood have been featured:
Karen Crosby (The Locker), Gil Iwanski
(Minis and Friends), Alan Graham (Mobile
Loaves and Fishes), Tino Hernandez
(Just Because Christmas), Rudy Uriegas
(Sacred Heart Community Clinic), Erin
Kiltz (Brookwood in Georgetown) and
Steve Barclay (Blood and Tissue Center).
“Pay It Forward” is now a hit, even
reaching outside of RecognizeGood
and featuring several other inspiring
stories of selflessness. Isn’t that what
recognizing good is all about?

Ethics in Business & Community
The Ethics in Business & Community
Awards recognize businesses, nonprofits
and individuals who demonstrate
exemplary ethical practices, in order
to promote that doing GOOD is good
business. 2016 award nominees had
the opportunity to find out more about
the program, ask questions and receive
feedback at the EiBC Nomination
Seminar, held on November 3rd at the
offices of award winner Maxwell, Locke
& Ritter, LLP. While Dr. Lynette Gillis of
Concordia University Texas informed
nominees about the award nomination
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and selection process, they also heard
from Josh Behjat, who shared how
winning last year’s Small Business
award positively affected his company,
Hagbros Precision LLC.

Lighthouses
West Austin Rotary Club
On December 10th, the Rotary Club of West
Austin was presented with the RecognizeGood
Lighthouse Award during the club’s weekly
meeting at the Westwood Country Club. This
inspiring service club was founded way back
in 1953, and in the 62 years since has been
making an amazing impact on our community.

Exchange Club of Austin
The Exchange Club of Austin was presented
with the RecognizeGood Lighthouse Award
during the club’s regular weekly meeting
at the Holiday Inn on Middle Fiskville
on November 11th. The 100%
volunteer-supported club was formed in
May 1924, and over the next 91 years
has made a tremendous impact
on Central Texas.
Although for years and years The Exchange
Club has supported Boy Scouts and Cub
Scouts, local police and first responders,
the Salvation Army, multiple child protective
agencies and local students in need of
scholarships, undoubtedly the club’s most
notable gift has been the iconic Zilker Kite
Festival. Originally established in 1929 with
the goal of encouraging creativity in children,
the festival – the longest-running kite festival
in the country – now represents Austin’s
largest non-alcoholic, non-music free event
and typically draws about 20,000 attendees.
The Exchange Club is not a large group –
less than 30 total members – but through
sheer willpower and incredible dedication
the team has managed to develop and
present this massive event.
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Board Members

As Austin has grown over those years, the
number of those in need has grown along
with it – and several members of the West
Austin Rotary have been helping those in need
through the club for more than 40 years. The
club’s top priority is education, and partners
with Wooldridge Elementary (where more than
90% of students are considered economically
disadvantaged) for the past two decades. Their
Christmas Shopping Spree this year took 30
students from the school (selected by their
teachers) to JCPenney at Lakeline Mall where
they each shopped for $200 worth of clothing,
shoes and other items that their parents had
indicated as needed. West Austin Rotary has
also partnered with the Northwest Austin Rotary
Club to install solar panels and LED lighting in
low income communities in Belize, partnered
with the Austin Cosmopolitan Rotary Club on
water projects in Kenya, and with Rotary Clubs
in Mexico on other important health projects.

Officers & Team
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Recent
September

Imagine Art

John Macpherson
October

Capital Area Food Bank of Texas

Wanda Mills

November

All Blind Children of Texas

Patti Robinson

Legends
At 62 years old, John has transformed the 200 square-foot
community garden at Imagine Art into a lush, 2,000 square-foot
oasis that not only provides a peaceful setting for the artists
served, but also boasts over 120 species of vegetables and fruits
which supplement over 400 meals each month for those in need.
Overcoming his own disability on his way to becoming an incredibly
talented artist, John has been involved with Imagine Art for over
15 years. John has accomplished many things and created many
works of art, but perhaps his greatest “canvas” has been the
Imagine Art community garden which feeds those primarily limited
to disability income and food stamps. Occasionally leading groups
of volunteers in the garden, its transformation is largely a result of
John’s own sweat equity as he worked tirelessly – often upwards
of 50 hours per week – without pay in order to feed
his hungry neighbors in need.

WOW!

At 62 years old, John
has transformed a 200
square-foot community
garden at Imagine Art
into a lush, 2,000
square-foot oasis that
boasts over 120 species
of fruits and vegetables
which supplement over
400 meals each month
for those in need.

$1,000 was donated to the Texas State Alumni Association
in John’s name.

Wanda Mills says she feels a ‘tug’ on her heart each day when
she thinks of people, especially children, going to bed hungry.
For the last 12 years, she has done what she can to give back
and help address a need she calls both clear and ever-increasing,
volunteering an astonishing estimated 3,000 hours of her time with
the Capital Area Food Bank. The Capital Area Food Bank provides
26 million meals for Central Texans each year! Such a huge need
motivates Wanda and her husband Jim, both retired, to help fill it
however they can. Wanda currently serves in many other roles,
delivering food collections and maintaining the food bank’s massive
supporter database. Both she and Jim also serve as Volunteer
Ambassadors, representing Capital Area Food Bank at events all
over Austin, like the Martin Luther King Jr. Day March,
Empty Bowl Project, and Reggae Fest. Wanda says
all those events keep things interesting.

WOW!

Wanda Mills, 76, has
volunteered with the
Capital Area Food Bank
for the last 12 years,
serving over 3,000
volunteer hours.

Capital Area Food Bank received $1,000 in Wanda’s name.

For Patti, serving others has simply always been a part of her
life, and she’s passed that spirit of community service on to a
new generation in a special way. Soon after graduating from the
University of Texas, Patti applied for a job at the Texas School for
the Blind and Visually Impaired (TSBVI). She’s recently celebrated
her 35th year working for TSBVI, but over the course of those
years Patti’s made her biggest impact on the lives of TSBVI
students by connecting them to the community around them.
Her first attempt was through Scouts and now, as a member of the
Austin Downtown Founder Lions Club she has formed a LEO Club,
the first of its kind at TSBVI, for students who are visually impaired.
Patti’s been able to forge a meaningful, lifelong connection
between those students and the Lions Clubs in their home
communities through the common goal of service to others
in Texas and around the globe. Beyond her LEO Club, Patti’s
involvement in the community seems endless.

WOW!

Patti makes a profound
impact on the lives
of blind and visually
impaired students by
using volunteerism and
a first-of-its-kind LEO
club to connect them
to their community.

$1,000 was donated to All Blind Children of Texas
in Patti’s name.
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John Bosch, Jr.
Co-Founder & President
RecognizeGood®
Principal & Partner
TyRex Group, Ltd.

“Releasing the energy from the
illumination of GOOD - either by
private or public recognition brightens our entire community.”
The message above is another
way to describe the mission of
RecognizeGood. I’ve always visualized
an app that would capture each act of
goodness throughout our community,
then display them on a big screen. I
wonder what that display would look
like - would the brightness change
over time, or for certain events? What
parts of our community would shine
the brightest? Here’s my theory on this
subject - acts of GOOD create positive
energy, but that energy may not be
visible or have a release mechanism.
RecognizeGood is the agent of GOOD
that can release this positive energy
as light into our community.

The amount of collective energy released
as light has a direct correlation to the
level of our community’s mental state
and its collective attitude toward future
achievements, growth opportunities,
and the general quality of community life
expectation. In essence, RecognizeGood
and its various programs impact the
cultural fabric that binds our citizens into
a community of ONE - a community with
a positive future, based upon the positive
energy released by recognizing and
illuminating GOOD!
On behalf of RecognizeGood and its
community partners I want to personally
thank KEYE-TV for their many years of
support, and to thank Hema individually for
selecting and airing her “Pay It Forward”
segments - a very special THANK YOU!
In closing, I want to suggest a personal
challenge - a New Year’s resolution. Set
a goal each day to recognize the acts of
kindness or goodness you see from your
family, friends, co-workers or complete
strangers. At the end of the day, take a
look at yourself and evaluate your own
RecognizeGood energy meter. It’s sure
to translate into a more positive attitude.
Feeling GOOD and doing GOOD are not
random - they come from a daily discipline
of looking for, then recognizing
community GOOD.

About Us
We are a local nonprofit that provides a means for individuals, businesses and
other nonprofits to illuminate selfless volunteers, charitable acts and community
service throughout the greater Austin area. Our mission is to elevate the spirit of
community by catalyzing a movement of good deeds and unselfish charity through
recognizing, rewarding and promoting good in our businesses and the communities in
which they reside. RecognizeGood® has several active programs that work toward this
mission from different angles, but the common theme is simple – illuminating GOOD in
our community and encouraging others to contribute.
There’s plenty of good happening all around us, right here in the Austin area - all you have
to do is shine a light! Go out of your way to say thank you to a courteous driver, salute the
volunteerism of a co-worker or give kudos to a local business for their corporate
citizenship. Opportunities to show both large and small acts of gratitude are endless, but
by making your thank you public at recognizegood.org you have the chance to inspire
others. To learn more about us and our programs, log on to recognizegood.org, sign up for
our e-mail newsletter or connect with us on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, YouTube, Pinterest
or Instagram.
Recognizing good in your daily life is easy and only costs a few moments of your
time – help us illuminate the GOOD in our community by joining our “Community
Reporters” and reporting the GOOD you see at recognizegood.org.
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Programs
RecognizeGood.org

Legends
ethics in

business
&

community
AWA RD

Speaker / Book Series

thics
ducation
in youth

Illumination
Lighthouse

Nonprofit Partnerships

Contact Info
Mailing Address:

12317 Technology Blvd., Ste. 100
Austin, TX 78727
Phone & Website:

(800) 232-4810
recognizegood.org
Scan using your
phone’s QR app
to go directly to
our website.

